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11 haw was 2 bit more prey. s
paec slower, but the fanbiar o
was unchanged, and the relased.
fluid sinde spoke of one who
once griced the funming game
with style and class. It seemed as
if Lachig Stewant had hardly been
gone. In fact it is some 13 years
since the former Commonwealth
10,000 metres champion hung up
his racing shoes, but on Saturday,
he was bick.

As his son Glen helped Mizuno
Racing Club to anjoverwhelming
victory in the twesty-ninth Allan
Scally Relay at Badllieston, father,
now a self-styled “young 54." was
showing that old habits die hard

From 1969 to *73, as the Shet-
tleston hosts monopolised the
event, Stewart was a key member
of their team, but on a snowy
winter's day in a véteran event 13
years ago, "l suddenly wondered
why [ was doing it all, and
dropped out.”

Not even his son's emergence
as an outstanding track-and-road
internationalist has persuaded
him to return, even though he is
to be sean on ‘the sidelines most
weekends. Until Saturday.
Mizuno are threatening to field a
team in the nationyl veteran relay
champipnships| and Lachie
might just get sucked back in. He
ran in the club’s third team,
though he iinsists: [l don’t intend
to get really fit aghin

Mizuno, led off|by lan By
were niever headed from the
of the four-stage frace in whi
the cifcuit is a bit under
miles. On a balmy day, but
an unhelpful brepze, they
| ished in 9Imin Ol3ec, 43 secol
outside the record|set by Shetfle-

The hosts were funners:
| third by Mizunos| B Squad
| gests the eight-stage Barrs
| lasgow relgy in a fortight
| could bg'al one-horge affair.

i Shettleston, foprth after the
opening leg, werg brought back
into contention by Adnian Callan,
and there were j seconds
between the rivals at half dis-
tance, bul after Frank McGowan
had taken half a [minute out of .
John Mackay, the younger Stew-
art was under no pressure. Shet-
tleston djd, however, have the
satisfactipn of winning the
women's | three-stage race, led

| home by Elaine McBrinn, who

| -recorded.the faste$t time, 27-57.

Ron Hill Cambuslang, still
smarting from tHe injustice of
being balked in the national relay
championships |the previous
weekend, again suffered disaster,
but this time it was self-inflicted
Third affer the|opening two
stages, they managed to get their
runners' pumbers| confused, and
failed to finfsh. | .

Among the more encourag-
ing performancps was that by
Clydesdaje’s Billy Jenkins, sec-
ond on the opeming stage, and
the anchor leg by Phil Mow-
bray, which brqught Hunters
Bog Trofters frgm seventh lo
fourth. Mowbray, a C

“wealth det at 5000m, is
just dny3 out of plaster after an
ankle injury susthined in a fall.
Having [femo the stookie
prematufely wigh a kitchen
knife, his 22-58 suggests he
could achieve hig goal.

Yet there was little to suggest
there was anyone; in the field to
match the aforenjentioned elder
Stewart, gr Fifer Donald Macgre-
gor, wholfinished seventh in the
1972 Olympic mdrathon.

Macgrigor, whp quit the sport
after o hgart scare m 1986, has
also put Ris racing shoes back on
this yearj aged 58. The Madras
College teacher had
the bettef|of Stewprt in the battle .
of the vegrans, clocking 27-33 to
the younfler man's 30-32.

But il his hey-day the 1970
Commorwealth pold medallist
clocked 3R-23 forthis Shettleston
course, The closest anyone got on
Saturday|was son Glen, who with
team-mate Browr| both recorded
22-30. Eyen morejominous, there
was a 2586 reductjon in the num-
ber of starters. Ddtails:

i) Club ( Brgm 22-

WecGowan 22-50, G




